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Passenger Car Parts for the Streamliners
Budd Dome Coaches [Part No. 173-20]

The Budd dome cars probably contributed nmore to the aesthetics of postwar
rail travel in North America than did any other design. Already popular trains
of the "Hill Roads" were i mmeasurably enhanced for nearly a generation with the
addition of these distinctive cars.

In md-1954, the Northern Pacific Railway added two 46-seat dome coaches to
each of its five consists of the North Coast Limted. The Great Northern
foll owed suit a year later by including three externally identical cars in each
of its five Enpire Builder consists, with a 16th car as a spare. An additiona
dome coach was received by the NP in 1957. During the off-season, the Enpire
Bui | der operated over at |east part of its route with only two dome coaches, and
the Western Star received a dome coach between St. Paul and Seattle. Amt r ak
purchased all of these cars and operated them on at one time or another on a
great nunmber of its trains outside the Northeast Corridor. Car nunmbers and
ownership for the NP, GN, CB&Q and SP&S were:

North Coast Limted: NP 549-556, CB&Q 557-558, SP&S 559
Enmpire Builder: GN 1320-1331, SP&S 1332, CB&Q 1333-1335

BRASS CAR SI DES produces a set of highly detail ed HO-scal e phot oet ched si des
[173-20] for these illustrious prototypes. These sides are specifically designed
to be applied as an overlay on the Con-Cor Budd dome coach kits. Applicationto
the Walthers Budd dome coach, which is a CP prototype, may be possible, but
sampl es have not been tested for dinmensional match. W also produce HO and N-
scale sides for the NP Budd done sl eepers and the GN "Great Dome" | ounges.
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NVMRA Bul |l etin, Nov. 1987 article by Ed Novit on model i ng NP Budd Dome coaches and
sl eepers using our sides on Con-Cor bodies. $1.50 from NMRA.

Rai | road Model Craftsman issue of April, 1967 for plans. Send a | arge SSAE for
free photocopy.




RECOMMVENDED CONSTRUCTI ON TECHNI QUES

The prelimnary body work on the Con-Cor plastic car breaks down into three
steps; removing fluting from sides, trimm ng skirting, and enlarging wi ndows.
The first step can be done by hand sanding with a block or with a stationary belt
or disk sander. Be careful not to round the car ends and corners. A pl aner
m ght work for this, but we have not tried it. Sone interior blocking should be
used to keep the plastic sides from being depressed during the operation. We
recommend that the protective coating be left on the brass sides until you are
ready to attach them

Second, remove excess skirting, particularly center skirting toward the
vesti bul e end. You may wish to remove all skirting and let the brass skirts
stand al one. Finally, enlarge the windows by filing, cutting or motor-tooling
as required to clear brass wi ndow openings. Sonme vertical piers should be |eft
for support.

The roof appearance may be i mproved by grinding or filing down the air vents
until they are flush with the roof corrugations. Apply Budd-style roof vent
grilles in brass (No. 4204) from At habasca Scale Models, or in wire mesh from

Train Station Products (732-435).

Note that the brass sides are |long enough to extend slightly beyond each
end. This is prototypical and matches the overhang of the Con-Cor roof. Also
deci de whet her you want to reglaze the side wi ndows on the body now or after you
have painted the nodel.

After all modifications have been made to the plastic body, affix the sides
with ACC cenment. The roof should be in place for this step. Also, be sure that
you have removed the Krylon coating prior to this step

The 2" snap strips of the prototype (located i mmedi ately above and bel owt he
wi ndows) have been simulated by two sets of fine parallel etch |ines. On the
original GN cars, these strips are painted yellow. On the NP cars, the | ower one
is painted white. The grabiron holes are designed to accept Detail Associ ates
#6601 vesti bul e grabirons.

DECALS AND PAI NTS

Pai nts Scal ecoat Fl oqui | Model f | ex Polly S Accupai nt
Orange & Green 45, 46 1664, 1665 224,227

Bi g Sky Bl ue 56, 11 1663, 1602 113, 203

NP Loewy 60, 61 17, 77
Decal s Chanp WAl t hers M croscal e

Orange & Green PH- 45 87153, 87154

Bi g Sky Bl ue PH- 128 52830

NP Loewy PH- 119 75810 87208

To receive our combined HO and N-scale catalog, reservation sheet, and
current bulletin, please send a SSAE to: BRASS CAR SIDES, 715 S. 7th St., St.
Peter, MN 56082. Dealer ternms are avail able. Address e-mail to dchenry@ac. edu
See our webpage at www. brasscarsi des.com
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